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by Julie Anderson
 Every January I sit down at the kitchen table 
with a ball-point pen and transfer all the recur-
ring events in our family life from the old paper 
calendar to a new paper calendar. No, I have not 
embraced the digital era—yet! Maybe next year…. 
In the process of writing down birthdays, anniver-
saries, and other important yearly occurrences, I 
reflect on all the appointments and events noted 
and crossed off over the past year. Where does the time go?
 Good pessimist that I am, I tend to rehearse the past. The future 
is mostly unknown and therefore scary. Also, how much control do I 
have over it, really? See, glass half empty. However, it seems healthy 
to spend a moment at the first of the year to take stock of where I’ve 
been and where I’m going. 

 I often think time resembles 
a train track. I’m standing on 
a platform at the Presentburg 
Station looking down the track. 
I watch the caboose of the 
express to Pastville fade away 
on my left and the caboose of 
the special to Futuretown speed 
away on my right. Time moves 
so quickly in both directions. 
 When I think about all the 
stops the Pastville train has 
made and I get nostalgic about 

the several (!) decades of my life, I turn to Psalm 77. Like the psalmist, 
I easily get swamped by misery when I dwell on the suffering life has 
brought my way. “I cry aloud to God; and he hears me. On the day of 
my distress I am seeking Adonai; my hands are lifted up; my tears flow 
all night without ceasing; my heart refuses comfort. When remember-
ing God, I moan; when I ponder, my spirit fails” (vv. 1-3). The author 
of Psalm 77 is in obvious distress. In the first few verses he calls out to 
God and seeks God, but he won’t be comforted. He weeps in the dark-
ness. He moans when he thinks of God. He questions God and loses 
sight of God’s goodness. His spirit shrivels. At times, I also mourn and 
wonder: where is God when I suffer?
 The psalmist continues to describe his pain, but slowly begins to 
open up to God. “You hold my eyelids [and keep me from sleeping]; I 
am too troubled to speak. I think about the days of old, the years of 
long ago; in the night I remember my song, I commune with myself, 
my spirit inquires” (vv. 4-6). God won’t let him sleep until he can come 
to grips with his pain. He knows God has not abandoned him, even 
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if it feels like it. This is something I grapple with, 
as well. Sometimes, when I stew over the difficult 
things in my past: heartaches, embarrassments, 
sicknesses, sins, the death of loved ones, and clini-
cal depression, I say with the psalmist “‘Will Adonai 
reject forever? Will he never show his favor again? 
Has his grace permanently disappeared? Is his word 
to all generations done away? Has God forgotten 
to be compassionate? Has he in anger withheld his 
mercy?’ (Selah)” (vv. 7-9). I especially feel this way if 
my present isn’t going so great either!
 But on the train to Pastville there are also many 
good memories. I think of all the times God has 
made his presence known to me, the many blessings 
in my life, funny jokes, wonderful gatherings with 
family and friends, God’s provision through thick 
and thin, our amazing Newberg Friends Church 
family, and joyous surprises he has given me over 
the years. This is when I remember my song and 
turn to God with open arms once again. Then I recall 
how God always rode the train with me, even during 
the difficult times. He did not forget to be compas-
sionate and his mercy lasts for all time. He suffered 
when I suffered, rejoiced when I rejoiced, and when 
the train went through long, dark tunnels he always 
brought me through to the other side. 
 In the present moment—between the trains—it’s 
easy to lose sight of God’s provision unless I make 
an effort to remember how he has been faithful in 
the past. Then I add, “that’s my weakness—[sup-
posing] the Most High’s right hand could change” 
(v. 10 ). God rides both trains and stands with me in 

From Gregg Koskela: We are opening the search for the worship pastor position here at 
NFC that will begin July 1, 2015. It will be a 30-hour-per-week position. An application 
and information packet is available at the welcome center and on the church website. 
Please give them to people you think should consider applying.

Julie Anderson is a recovering pessimist. She is married to Carl Anderson. They have two girls—Grace (13) and 
Susannah (9). Julie works part time as a guest group host at Camp Tilikum, volunteers at Edwards Elementary 
School, and is part of the NFC middle school Sunday school teaching team.

Scripture taken from the Complete Jewish Bible, translation by David H. Stern (a paraphrase)

the present. He is master of time and space. He does 
not change. He is not capricious. He is sovereign 
and always working for my good. Like the psalmist, 
I choose to remember his steadfast love and mercy. 
“So I will remind myself of Yah’s doings; yes, I will 
remember your wonders of old. I will meditate on 
your work and think about what you have done. 
God, your way is in holiness. What god is as great as 
God?” (vv. 11-13).
 The psalmist ends his song by recalling how God 
led Israel out of Egypt and walked before the people 
through the parted Red Sea. I too can choose to 
remember specific instances of God’s faithfulness, 
such as his hand of protection on me when I totaled 
my first car on Highway 240, the gift he has given 
Carl and me of our two fantastic girls, and that he 
worked it out for me to spend time with my grand-
parents as they were leaving this world for heaven. 
And that’s merely the tip of the iceberg of God’s 
goodness to me. God is trustworthy in the past, in 
the present, and in the future. With this in mind I 
don’t have to be anxious about boarding the train 
to Futuretown. So sound the whistle! All aboard! 
Likely, the train will make stops at stations of both 
joy and suffering in coming days, but God will ride 
with me, just as he always has. He will give me what 
I need when I need it, and I can trust him to never 
stop loving me, no matter where the train to the 
future takes me. So I fill out our new calendar with 
anticipation, wondering what awesome things God 
will accomplish in 2015.

http://newbergfriends.org/worship-pastor-search/
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Please direct 
all publications items

to Sherry Macy.

read ahead for sunday
Matthew 7:7-14

What’s Ahead

NFC’s Calendar on the Web!

Monday, January 19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

NFC office closed for MLK Day

Tuesday, January 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

High school youth group | 6:30pm | Youth House

Wednesday, January 21  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Strong For Life | 10:30am | Barclay B
Middle school youth group | 6:30pm | Friends Center gym
WBFpm | 7pm | Barclay C

Thursday, January 22  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Women’s Bible Fellowship | 8:45am | social hall

Friday, January 23 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Strong For Life | 10:30am | Barclay B

Saturday, January 24  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Men’s prayer meeting | 8am | Friendsview Creekside, 2nd floor, TV room

Sunday, January 25 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

Read ahead: Matthew 7:15-20
Equipo meeting | 3pm | North Valley Friends

Plan Ahead .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

January 26 | 3M (Monthly Marriage Maintenance) | 6:30pm | social hall
January 26 | Margaret Fell WMF | 7pm | Spaulding Oaks Community Center 

| featuring Christine Stanfield, WGM in Uganda
February 1 | Taize gathering | 6pm | NFC sanctuary
February 2 | JOY breakfast | 8am | J’s Restaurant | for seniors 55 and older
February 5 | Pre-K Fun Night | 6-7pm | FC gym | ages 3–5 yrs | $2/child, 

$4 family max

 
SUNDAY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
Sunday school for children and adults — for times and classroom 
information, find “Educational Opportunities” at each entrance, each 
“Info Center,” at the welcome center, or ask a greeter to help you.
9am | worship gathering
10–10:45am | Community Time | in the social hall and library
10:15–10:45am | library staffed
10:45am | worship gathering
3pm | high school volleyball open gym | Friends Center

mailto:michelle%40newbergfriends.org?subject=
mailto:steve%40newbergfriends.org?subject=
mailto:cindy%40newbergfriends.org?subject=
mailto:gregg%40newbergfriends.org?subject=
mailto:eric%40newbergfriends.org?subject=
mailto:elizabeth%40newbergfriends.org?subject=
mailto:nolan%40newbergfriends.org?subject=
mailto:denise%40newbergfriends.org?subject=
mailto:sherry%40newbergfriends.org?subject=
mailto:arnie%40newbergfriends.org?subject=
mailto:dan%40newbergfriends.org?subject=
mailto:mark%40newbergfriends.org?subject=
http://newbergfriends.org
mailto:sherry%40newbergfriends.org?subject=
http://www.biblestudytools.com/tniv/matthew/passage.aspx?q=matthew+7:7-14
http://newbergfriends.org/resources/calendar/
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Financial Recap for December 2014

Actual Budget
Ahead/ 

(Behind)
434,159        395,950                  38,209

(368,603)       (370,500)                 1,897
65,556 25,450 40,106

8     17   (10)    6    7       5      Actual vs. Budget

12   18   (6)      6    8       3      Current vs Prior Yr

Balance
1,723               
4,968               
8,874               
9,021               
5,873               

(7,554)              
60,989             

Memorial Funds 72,025             
155,919           Totals 124,336        105,407         73,824          

Other Funds 15,208          47,525            1,744             
137,335        24,776            90,086           

Scholarships 5,349            1,024              500                
Facilities (66,561)         800                 (58,207)         

Compassionate Care 7,800            3,481              2,407             
NFC Ministries 8,144            3,484              2,607             

Global Outreach 12,018          19,010            29,305           
Outside Ministries 5,043            5,307              5,382             

Expense
Net

 Difference (in 
thousands) 

YTD Donor Restricted and Memorial Funds
Beginning Income Expense

Newberg Friends Church
Financial Recap

December 2014

General Fund Year-to-Date
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A complete financial report can be found on the bulletin board in the library.

Friday evening – Saturday evening, April 10-11
Click the image above for more info or to sign up.

Newberg Friends will host this conference, and we are gathering 
a planning team. If you are available to help, e-mail

Steve Fawver.

Coming to Newberg Friends in April!

mailto:steve%40newbergfriends.org?subject=
new.renovare.org/ordinarysaints

